ORDER  OF  THE  MONTANA  FISH  AND  GAME  COMMISSION 


REGULATIONS  FOR  TAKING  AND  POSSESSION  OF  MOUNTAIN  LION 


Whereas,  pursuant  to  Sections  26-201,  R0C„M0,  1947  (as  amended  in 
1971),  and  S.B.  247,  defining  Mountain  Lion  as  a  game  animal,  and 
authorizing  the  Fish  and  Game  Commission  to  regulate  the  use  of  dogs 
in  hunting  lion,  and  Section  26-104  (Ij) ,  R.C.M.,  1947,  authorizing 
the  State  Fish  and  Game  Commission  to  fix  seasons  and  bag  limits,  the 
following  regulations  shall  govern  the  taking,  possessing  and  trans¬ 
porting  of  all  Mountain  Lion  in  the  state  of  Montana* 


1.  DEFINITION ;  Mountain  lion  (Felis  concolor)  shall  be  construed 
to  mean  cougar,  lion,  puma,  catamount  or  panther* 


2.  TROPHY  ANIMAL :  The  mountain  lion  is  hereby  declared  a  trophy 

animal.  The  hide  and  head  only  must  be  removed  from  the  carcass 
and  presented  for  tagging  as  prescribed  in  this  regulation. 


3.  PERMIT ;  A.  It  shall  be  unlawful  to  pursue,  hunt,  trap,  take, 

shoot,  or  kill  any  mountain  lion  without  first 
obtaining  a  special  license. 

Be  A  special  license  is  available  on  request  without 
fee  from  the  Helena  office  of  the  Montana  Fish  and 
Game  Department. 


C.  The  special  license  is  available  to;  residents  with 
a  Wildlife  Conservation  License  ($  .25T;  and  non¬ 
residents  with  a  combination  Big  Game  License  ($171.00 
1  Icen's  e  77 


Do  Harvested  lion  must  be  reported  --  see  Section  7  of 
this  regulation. 

4.  SEASON ;  The  season  for  hunting  and  killing  mountain  lion  shall 
begin  with  the  opening  of  the  general  big  game  season  and  close 
April  30  throughout  the  state  of  Montana. 


5.  LIMIT ;  One  adult  mountain  lion,  either  sex,  per  person,  per  special 
license,  per  license  year.  (Evidence  of  sex  must  remain  intact  on 
carcass  or  skin) .  No  females  accompanied  by  offspring  shall  be 
killed.  No  juveniles  (with  body  spots)  shall  be  killed.  If  a 
lactating  female  is  taken,  her  trail  shall  be  backtracked  to 
determine  if  she  has  orphaned  kittens.  These  kittens  shall  be 
taken  alive  and  turned  over  to  Fish  and  Game  personnel  within  48 
hours . 


6.  MANNER  OF  TAKING;  Rifle,  shotgun,  hand  gun  or  bow  and  arrow  may 
be  used  in  the  killing  of  mountain  lion. 

A.  Use  of  Dogs  s  The  use  of  dogs  is  permitted  in  hunting  lions 
(S.B.  247). 


B. 


Live  Mountain  Lion: 


1.  Live  capture  and  release  of  mountain  lion  is  permitted 
but  only  upon  special  written  permission  from  the  Fish 
and  Game  Department. 

2.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  anyone  to  possess,  ship,  trans¬ 
port,  sell  or  offer  for  sale,  any  mountain  lion  whether 
coming  from  within  or  outside  of  the  state. 

3.  It  shall  be  unlawful  to  hold,  transport  or  release  live 
mountain  lion  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  or  dog  training 
except  by  special  permit  from  the  Fish  and  Game  Department. 

C  Harvest : 

1.  Evidence  of  sex  must  remain  on  a  dressedout  or  skinned 
lion.  (External  sex  organs  must  remain  attached  to  the 
hide) . 

2.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  anyone  to  possess,  ship  or  trans¬ 
port  any  mountain  lion,  or  part  thereof,  unless  they  have 
been  tagged  as  prescribed  by  this  regulation. 

7-  REPORTING:  The  skin  and  skull  of  all  mountain  lions  which  are 

taken  shall  be  presented  to  a  game  warden  or  an  office  of  Montana 
Fish  and  Game,  within  10  days  after  the  killing  thereof  for  the 
purpose  of  inspection,  tagging  and  recording  of  kill. 

1.  Metal  Fish  and  Game  tag  must  remain  attached  to  the  hide 
until  tanned. 

2.  Metal  Fish  and  Game  tag  must  remain  attached  to  the  skull 
for  at  least  one  year. 

a.  Skull  will  be  retained  by  the  Fish  and  Game  Department 
for  processing  and  examination  and  then  returned  to  the 
owner . 

8.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS:  Mountain  lions  molesting  livestock  may  be 
taken  by  the  livestock  owners,  Fish  and  Game  employees,  or  pre¬ 
dator  control  personnel  of  the  Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries  and 
Wildlife  without  regard  to  Sections  1  to  75  inclusive  of  these 
regulations . 

A.  Any  animals  taken  under  this  provision  and  section  are  the 
property  of  the  Fish  and  Game  Department. 

B.  Persons  taking  such  lion  hereunder  shall  immediately  notify 
and  surrender  the  complete  animal  to  the  Montana  Fish  and 
Game  Department. 

9.  MISCELLANEOUS  PROVISIONS:  Any  area  may  be  closed  to  hunting 
mountain  lions  upon  48 -hour  notice. 


STATE  FISH  AND  GAME  COMMISSION 

BY:  FRANK  H.  DUNKLE,  SECRETARY 
August  2,  1971 


